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NETTE 


PREFACE. 


HEY are moſt certainly 
T Jin the wrong, who main- 
tain that Chriſtianity is of 
no ſervice to the Nation 
when it ſerves us ſo excellently well 
to diſpute about Frequent and 
diverſe have been the Skirmiſhes 
between the contending Parties, to 
the great Emolument of the Town, 
and the Benefit of the Paper Ma- 
nufacture; ſo that in my Con- 
ſcience I believe there is not a Chriſ- 
tian Nation under the Sun that 
talks and writes more of Reli- 
ion than the Engliſh do. Late- 
55 the Forces met, brought it to a 
| pitch'd 
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6. 

pitch'd Battle; Te Deum was ſung 
afterwards on both ſides, as uſual; 
and the Parties are now drawn off 
till the next Seaſon brings on the 
next Campaign The Death of 
Captain-General Collins, and the 
Knock that Moolſdon, another Com- 
mander, hath received on his 
Knuckles with the But-end of a 
Muſquet, which has obliged him to 
drop his Weapon, have thrown the 
full Power into the Hands of Tin- 
dal, and how that wary Gentleman 
deſigns to proceed is a Secret. 


As I have peruſed moſt of the 
Memorials, Repreſentations of the 
State, Caſes, Letters, &c. on both 
ſides, Tam in ſome meaſure a Judge 
of the Pretenſions each makes to 
the Juſtice of the Cauſe——But I 
ſhall not take upon. me to decide in 
ſo important an Affair as this is; 
C HOOY rather 
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(ii!) 
rather contenting myſelf with clear- 
ing ſome Objections which I find 
are raiſed againſt the Manners, Con- 
duct, and Parts of theſe great Men 
and the reſt of their Party. 


The elegant Writer of the Guar- 
dian is pleaſed to deliver his Senti- 
ments very freely of theſe Gentle- 
men, when he ſpeaks of 'em as a 
& Set of dry, OE dull Fellows, 
« who want Capacities and Ta- 
« lents to make a Figure amongſt, 
« Men upon: benevolent and gene- 
e rous Principles; that think to ſur- 
% mount their natural Weakneſs, 
ce by laying Offences in the way of 
« ſuch, as make it their Buſineſs to 
« excel upon the received Maxims, 


C and honeſt Arts of Life.” 


The Words Dry, Joyleſs, Dull, 
are a heavy Charge upon the Con- 
A 2 ſtitutions 


| ( iv ) 
ſtitutions of theſe extraordinary Per- | 

ſons, as if nothing but a Caput mor- 

tuum could be extracted from them; 

but if that Author had once taken 

it into his Head to account for theſe 

ſeveral Qualities, he might eafily 

enough have traced 'em up to their 

Natural Cauſes. 


Their Dryneſs, may it not proceed 
from the too frequent uſe of that 
aduſt Berry called Coffee, which is 
well known to be a great Dryer of 
the Brain? Their Joyleſſneſs, may it 
not be very juſtly ſuppoſed to be 
owing to want of Money, eſpecially 
amongſt the Subalterns; ſuch as 
your Six penny Pamphleteers, your 


Journaliſts, &c. : 


Their Dullneſs may very well be 
_ accounted for, as a natural Miſtake. 


In a very nice Buſineſs, every one 
knows 


(v) 

knows how difficult it is to be grave, 
or witty upon proper Occaſions. If 
they are therefore playing the Buf- 
foon, when they ſhould be acting 
the Wit; or dull and heavy when 
they ſhould be ſerious and grave; it 
is an incidental Miſtake, which may 
happen to an infinite Number of 
Authors as well as theſe. 


As to the other part of the 
Charge, I ſhall not trouble myſelf 
about it, being well aſſured that 
the Deiſts are much more concerned 
to have their Parts, than their Mo- 
rals, juſtified to the World. 


In the next place, I find the Wea- 
pons which are made uſe of by the 
Adverſaries to Chriſtianity, found 
fault with; of which, one of the 
greateſt Wits of this Nation, writing 
to a Man of Quality and fine Taſte, 

thus 


(vi) 


thus ſpeaketh—* For Blafphemy 


cc 
cc 


cc 


and Atheiſm, if they were nei- 
ther Sin nor ill Manners, are Sub- 


jects ſo very common, and worn 


fo threadbare, that People who 


cc have Senſe avoid em for fear of 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


cc 


(c 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 


treats theſe worthy Wights, as a 


being ſuſpected to have none. It 
calls the Good-Name of their 
Wit in queſtion, as it does the 
Credit of a Citizen when his 


Shop is filled with Trumperies 
and painted Trifles, inſtead of 


Wares: We conclude 'em Bank- 
rupt to all manner of Under- 
ſtanding; and, that to uſe Blaſ- 
phemy, is a kind of applying. 
Pigeons to the Soles of the Feet. 
It proclaims their Fancy, as well 
as Judgment, to be in a deſpe- 
rate Condition.” 


We find this witty Author here 


ſort 


( vit ) 

ſort of delirious light-headed Per- 
ſons, who, in the Paroxyſms of 
their Diſtemperature, are ftrange- 
ly apt to tear and foam, and 
throw out naughty Words. But 
as that Ornament of the Engliſh 
Nation died before the Phraſeolo- 
gy, proper for treating of ſacred 
Matters, was brought to perfection, 
and adjuſted to the true Standard, 
an Improvement owing to thoſe 
great Genius's, V. P. and WM. 
all the World muſt look upon him 
as an incompetent Judge: and I 
hope, that in the courſe of theſe 
Papers, I ſhall lay down. ſuch 
ſtrong and cogent Arguments, for 
the Propriety, Beauty, and Per- 
ſpicuity of the Blaſphemous, as 
would have made a Convert of that 
Writer, and drawn him from the 
Severity of this Cenſure, had he 
lived in our Times. 


The 


( viii ) 


The next that appears in the 
Liſts, is a Perſon, who meerly up- 
on the ſtrength of moſt conſum- 
mate Judgment and Ingenuity, 
doth take upon him, roundly to 
aſſert, That no Gentleman of a 
ce liberal Education, and regular 
« in his Morals, did ever profeſs 


c himſelf a Free-thinker.” And 


then he goes on, very pertly to ask, 
&« Where then are theſe kind of 
« People to be found? Amongſt the 
«© worſt part of the Soldiery, made 
ce upof Pages, younger Brothers of 
& obſcure Families, and others of 
« deſperate Fortunes; or elſe, a- 
mong idle Town-Fops, and now 
« and then, a drunken Country 
« Squire.” But is not this palpa- 
ble Injuſtice? Has he not omitted 
the Chiefs, the Worthies of this 
venerable Society, which is well 


known 
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( 1x ) 
known to be compounded of Gen- 
tlemen of the Exciſe, Templers, 
Merchants Clos! 5 Clerks to Attor- 
neys, and ſome inferior Gentlemen, 
commonly call'd, Prentices. 


But this is not the worſt of his 
Virulency: He rifes in it, whao he 
ares atirms, that the «© Writers 
« againſt Chriſtianity, ſince the 
« Revolution, have been of the 
« lowelt Rank among Men, in re- 
« gard to Literature, Wit, and goOd 
« Senſe; and upon that account, 
« wholly unqualified to propagate 
« Hereſies, unleſs among a People 


already abandoned.” 


2 


A 


A 


I begin to ſuſpect, that this Gen- 
tleman lives ſome few Miles out of 
Town, and has not yet heard of 
the Fame of the Club, or perhaps 
their Productions may not yet have 


B been 


(x) 
been tranſported to any Place 
within the Circumference of five 
Miles round London. How many 
could I name, whom I now have 
my Eye upon, whoſe Literature, 
Wit, and Good-Senſe, are all of 
a-piece, and well known even to 
a Proverb; ſo that our bold Af- 
ſerter is really to be pitied, either 
for his Ignorance, or elſe for his 


Obſcurity. 


I find likewiſe, that there are 
ſome People who wonder not a lit- 
tle, that Gentlemen of ſuch diſtin- 
guiſhing and refined Taſte, as in- 
finitely the major Part of the Deiſts 
are obſerved to be Maſters of, do 
not apply their free-thinking Qua- 
lities to cultivate and raiſe the Arts 
and Sciences, and leave the Parſons 
(whoſe Trade it is) to ſquabble a- 
bout Religion. Qbſerve, ſay they, 

the 
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(xi) 
the ſtrange Revolution ! The Cler- 
gy are eaſy and moderate in their 
Principles, live and converſe like 
Gentlemen, and with them; the 
Stiffneſs and Pedantry of the Gown 
is almoſt worn off: They now ap- 
ply themſelves to learn the modern 
Languages, and are eminent for 
Polite, as well asTheological, Learn- 
ing. On the other hand, up ſtart 
another Set of Gentry, Men of 
Mode, Petits Maitres, and Pretty 
Fellows, who with a few formal 
grave Folk at the Head of them, 
are perpetually tutoring the Age 
into Irreligion. Now this 1s a very 
odd Application of Parts, they ſay; 
theſe fine Gentlemen ſhould by all 
means confine their Judgments to 
Wine, Dreſs, and the Ladies; here 
they are the Dernier Reſort, and 
all the World ſtrikes Sail to their 
ſupreme Authority. They, with 

B 2 their 


(xii) 
their Privy-Counſellors, the Tay- 
lors, the Peruke-makers, and Milli- 
ners, are univerſally allowed to re- 
form the Nation, and we readily 
follow their Mode of Thinking in 
this Reſpect. But what have Beaux 
to do with Religion? It is a Sole- 
ciſin, in them, to trouble the inſide 
of the Head with any thing, but 
what relates to the outſide of it. 
If thev ſhould proceed further, in 
this Affair, who knows what may 
be the Conſequence ? Should the 
Ladies join Iſſue with them, any 
dan, without the Belp of Prophe- 
ſy, may readily foredoom the fall 
of Siiks and Laces; and the dege- 
neracy of the Nation into Dirt and 
Slovenlineſs. I own, this Argu- 
ment has always appeared formi- 
dable to me, becauſe ſuch a Revo- 
lution would affect our Trade ex- 
tremely; and as I am acquainted 
with 


(xiii) 
with but one Expedient in the 
World, to prevent this ill Conſe- 
quence, I ſhall readily propoſe it, 
for the Benefit and Advantage of 
my Country; and that is, I ad- 
viſe, that ſome Mercer, or Lace- 
man, of Genius, no matter of what 
Religion, Set, Party, or Opinion, 
ſhould immediately ſet his Brain to 
work upon a new Pattern, and that 
with the utmoſt Expedition, and 
diſperſe it as ſoon as poſſible, that 
this new and dangerous Whim may 
be diverted with all the Celerity ima- 
ginable, before it has taken root 
too deep. And as to thoſe grave 
formal Folks, which I mentioned, as 
at the Head of the others, I muſt 
own, that it would be no ſmall 
pleaſure to me to obſerve, that mi- 
nute Carefulneſs, and obſcure Dili- 
gence, they are allowed to be Ma- 
ſters of, it poſſible, more advanta- 


geouſly 


— — — 


(X 
geouſly employed. Suppoſe they 
were to enter into Grammatical 
Controverſies, and Orthographical 
Niceties; or might not Read and 
Applebee furniſh them with Week- 
ly Opportunities to exert their Skill 
in Punctuation! Etymology would 
be another inexhauſtible Fund. 
The The/aurus of the profound M. 
Bailey would be here of great Ser- 
vice. How pleaſant a Sight would 
it be to catch them, with Spectacles 
on, poring over a Lilly! Or, if 
any one among them hath Latin 
enough, how entertaining and pro- 
per would a Sanctius, or a Sciop- 


pius be! He tibi erunt artes. 


What a Number of excellent Phi- 
lologers would this Nation abound 
with! How would the Shades of 
Scaliger and Salmaſius rejoice, when 
B—y ſhall acquaint them with 


the agreeable News? And that ſome 
of 


( xv ) 
of theſe Gentlemen do certainly 
very much need theſe preparatory 
Studies, the ſaid Critic hath amply 
thown. 


But notwithſtanding all this, I 
muſt confeſs, that the Genius and 
Manners of the Age keep theſe 
Gentlemen in Countenance, and af- 
ford Plea ſufficient For how 
many Wits have we without Senſe, 
how many Poets void of Number, 
and how many Critics without 
Learning ? 


On the other hand, I am not un- 
aware that the Chriſtians are pretty 
much given to boaſt of the Num- 
ber, and the extenſive Knowledge 
of the Eſpouſers of their Party— 
Among which, they reckon their 
Clements, their Africanus's, their 


Ewſebius's, and their Feroms 


But 


(xvi) 
But then theſe old Gentlemen are 
what I think they call Fathers 
A Name which I find mentioned 
in all good Company with the ut- 
moſt Diſreſpect and Contempt 
Beſides, they wrote a long while 
ago, and in Languages now almoſt 
loſt 80 that whether they ſpoke 
Senſe or Nonſenſe, is unknown, 
and this Age is too wiſe to take any 


thing upon Truſt. 


Aſter theſe they produce their 
Bacons, Meutous, and Lockes, Men 
famous and renowned for Inquif1- 
tivenels, who ſpared no Pains to 
maſter any uſeful Branch of Litera- 
ture, and lay under no Biaſs at all 
to diſſemble or conceal any thing of 
real Concern to their Countrymen 
but were legitimate true-born Free- 
thinkers, in the right Senſe of the 


Word. 
Theſe 


. 
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( xvii ) 


Theſe indeed wrote in Engliſh, 
and their Writings are as yet in be- 
ing, and I believe may be ſeen in 


ſome Bookſellers Shops, and ſome 


Libraries likewiſe; but then their 
Language is in general fo obſcure, 
their Subjects fo abſtruſe, and ill 
choſen, that moſt Gentlemen who 
have any Stock of Wit of their own 
-Growth, choole to divert themſelves 
with that, rather than ſuch Ultra- 
-montane Productions. 


Of Wits likewiſe the Chriſtians 
number not a few. They count 
over their Spencers, Cowleys, Addi- 
ſons, &c. Theſe Writers are more 
to the public Got, more read, and 
ſomething eaſier to be underſtood. 


Now in Oppoſition to this Cloud 


of Witneſſes, the Deiſts likewiſe 
C draw 


(xviii) 

draw out their Heroes — Their 
Blounts, their Gildons, their To- 
lands, their Tindals, their Collins's, 
their Woolſtons, and their Boling- 
brokes : Theſe Learned, Witty, and 
Polite Writers, have at laſt fully 
convinced the Town, that our Fore- 
fathers were a pack of Aſſes; that 
the World has been in an Error for 
ſome thouſands of Years; and that 
all the People upon Earth, except- 
ing themſelves and ſome few more 
worthy Gentlemen, are impoſed up- 


on, cheated, bubbled, and abuſed. 


Theſe are the great Truths which 
are now propagated ; and ſuch are 
the great Preachers and Maintainers 
of them. Science is now thrown 
into a different Channel, Learning 
increaſes without Study, Wit with- 
out Thought, and Religion, like 

| Merit 
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Merit in Diſtreſs, is become the 
Jeſt of every body. 


Notwithſtanding the Improve- 
ment which hath been lately made, 
and the Revolutions which have 
happened in the Empire of Senſe 
and Underſtanding, I am ſuſpicious 
that there are ſtill too many Re- 
mains of the old Leaven. 


Some Gentlemen are like old 
Beaux, for retaining what was 
abi in their Youth; 


Among ſeveral of this whimſical 
Opinion, I muſt place the Author 
of the following Letter A Noble- 
man, who not many Years ago was 
eſteemed among the moſt Witty and 
Polite Part of Mankind ; but as he 
was of a ſingular Taſte, how his Lord- 
ſhip would keep his Countenance 

6-4 now, 


(xx ) 
now, I cannot tell: I only propoſe 
it as the Learned do their Anec- 
dotes, and Scraps of Antiquity ; 
they diſcover the Sentiments of the 
Ages they were wrote in. 


It is to a Nephew of his, upon 
his entering into, what was hen cal- 
led Holy Orders. I take the pains 
of tranſcribing it for the Public, and 
they may cither laugh at it for its 
Simplicity, admire it for its being 
out of Faſhion, or juſt as they 
n 


DFAR NEH E W, 
Approve very well of your 
Reſolution of Dedicating 
t. yourſelf to the Service of Gon. 
& You could not chooſe a better 
« Maſter; provided you have ſuffi- 
“ cicntly ſearched your Heart, and 
examined your Reins, as to be 
cc per- 
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( xx1 ) 
perſuaded you can ſerve him well; 
in ſo doing, you may ſecure to 


yourſelf many Bleſſings in this 
World, as well as ſure Hope in 


the next. 


« There is one thing, which, I 
perceive, you have not chorough- 
ly cleared yourſelf from, that is, 
Flattery. You have beſtow'd ſo 
much of it upon me, in your laſt 
Letter, that I hope you have no 
more left, and that you meant 
it only to take Leave of ſuch 
Flights; which, however well 
meant, oftener put a Man out of 
Countenance than oblige him. 


© You are now become a Search- 
er after Truth, and I ſhall here- 
after take it more kindly to be 
juſtly reproved by you, than to 
be undeſervedly complimented, 

« I would 


cc 


** 


cc 
cc 
cc 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(0 
cc 
cc 
cc 
(> 
cc 


c& 


(xxii) 
I would not have you miſunder- 
c ſtand me, as if I recommended 
© to you a ſour Presbyterian Seve- 
ce rity; that is yet more to be 


avoided, 


ce Advice, like Phyſic, muſt be 
ſweeten'd and prepared, to be 
made palatable, or Nature may 
be apt to revolt againſt it. Be 
always ſincere, but at the ſame 
time always polite. Be humble, 
without deſcending from your 
Character; and Reprove, and 
Correct without offending a- 
gainſt good Manners. To be a 
Cynick, is as bad as to be a Syco- 
phant. You are not to lay aſide 
the Gentleman, with the Sword, 
nor put on the Gown to hide 
your Birth and . Good Breeding, 
but to adorn it. 


« Such 


cc 
cc 
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(xxiii) 


« Such has been the Malice of 
the Wicked, that Pride, Avarice 
and Ambition, have been charg- 
ed upon the Clergy, in all Ages, 
in all Countries, and equally in 
all Religions. What they are 
moſt obliged to combat againſt 
in the Pulpit, they are moſt ac- 
cuſed of encouraging in their 


Conduct. 


«© You had an Uncle, whoſe 


Memory I ſhall ever revere: 
Make him your Example. Sanc- 


(c +; 
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tity fate ſo eaſy, ſo unaffected, 
and ſo graceful upon him, that 
in him we beheld the very Beau- 
ty of Holineſs. He was as chear- 
ful, as familiar, as condeſcend- 
ing in his Converſation, as he was 


ſtrict, regular, and exemplary in 


his Piety ; as well-bred and accom- 


pliſhed 


( xxiv ) 
« pliſhed as a Courtier, and as 
« reverend and venerable as an 


« Apoſtle. 


« He was indeed Apoſtolical in 
ce eyery thing; for he abandon all 


c to follow his Lord and Maſter. 


« May he revive in you. May 
his Spirit deſcend upon you, as 
Elijab's on Eliſha: And may 
« the Great Gop of Heaven, in 
ce guiding, directing, and ſtrength- 
« ning your Pious Reſolutions, 
« pour down the choiceſt of his 
« gRleſſings upon you.“ 


* 


A 
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N. B. This ſcarce and valuable Pamphlet 
is correctly printed (except a few ſmall Alte- 
rations in the foregoing Introduction) from 


the fourth Edition, publiſhed in the Year 
1733. 
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INTRODUCTION: 


TO HE 


. 


GENTLEMEN, 


* Kn 8 this Piece is wrote to celebrate 
A (}, your admirable Writings and uſe- 

ful Deſigns, ſo I hope that you 
ERS will be pleaſed to 3 the Pa- 
trons of it: it very properly belongs to 
you ; I hang it up therefore in Public, as 
a Picture for common Sight, that ever 
body may judge whether I have done od 
tice to ſo bright Originals. 


' Some of you, Gentlemen, are arrived 
at the Reputation of Apoſtolical Deiſts, the 
D great 
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great Miſſionaries ſent to preach down 


Chriſtianity, and reconvert the World to 
Hcatheniſm. 


And I am told, that your Seers, (who 


fee double at Midnight, when fired with 


the Enthuſiaſtic God) have foreſeen, that 
hereafter, when your devout Scheme ſhall 
have taken place in the World, all Churches 
ſhall be demoliſhed to their Foundations, 
their Croſſes broken into ten thouſand 
Pieces; no Man ſhall dare be ſo impious 
as to wear the ſuperſtitious Gown and Caſ- 
ſock, or once to mention the Name of 
JEsus; whilſt high in Air ſhall riſe the 
Statues of Collins, Tindal, Woolſton, their 
Pedeſtals deſcribing their Exploits. Here 
Bibles torn There Common- Prayer 
Books Buttering into Shreds—whilſt the 
poor Parſons ſhudder at the Sight, and fly 
for fear ; at the Baſe lies that dire Dread 
of you Deiſts, Hydra Religion, expiring 
under the Attack of another Hercules, with 


Nos exequat Vifl;ria Cœlo flaming out of 
his Mouth. 


Theſe are your Triumphs, your Ex- 
ploits, O Deiſts! when this great Ara is 
to begin; when Time ſhall no longer be 
reckoned 


(27 ) 
reckoned by dull Anno Damini's, but from 
the laſting famous Epoche of Religion de- 
ſtroyed, I can't tell whether your own 
Prophets have fully and detertninately pre- 
dicted ; but as I am certain the Thought is 
leaſing to you, tho' in Speculation only, fo 
make bold to infcribe the Picce to vour 


Worſhips Praiſe and Glory, 
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AN 


ENQUIRY 


WHETHER 


CHRISTIANITY 


Is of any Uſe or Advantage to the 
NATION. 


N T is the Duty of every Man, 
7 when he meets with any thing 
45 I 3 A 2 give it 5 due 

raiſe; Perſons as well as 

Ree Things claim an Acknow- 
ledgment from us, upon this Account. 
When any Man, either with the Labour 
ot his Hands, or the Labour of h Brains, 
hath produced into the World any notable 


Piece, 
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Piece, the Artiſt ſhould receive Applauſe 
in Proportion to the Excellency of his 
Work. 


For my own part, I am of fo inquiſi- 
tive, and of ſo benevolent a Temper, 
that as few Pieces which make any noiſe 
in the World eſcape my Peruſal ; fo I am 
never wanting in paying the Debt of 
Thankſgiving. Accordingly, I think that 
it is not poſſible to give a ſtronger Proof 
of my Inclination this way, than I do by 
entering upon this Deſign, formed merely 
for the fake of three extraordinary Writers, 
from whoſe Works I have received fo 
much Benefit and Illumination. 


The three devout Writers, to whom I 
profeſs myſelf ſo much obliged, are, the 
late Mr. Collins, fo famous for his Inte- 
grity in quoting Brother Writers; Dr. Tin- 
dal, no leſs illuſtrious for the Proſundity 
of his Reaſoning and the contemptuous 
Sncer; and laſtly, the Reverend Mr. Wool- 


flon, beſt known for the Modeſty and 


Continency of his Expreſſions, 


This Triumvirate of Writers is a fair 
Topic fer Pancgyric, who breaking thro' 
the old Eugliſb painful Taciturnity, have 

excrted 
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exerted their Talents in a peculiar Man- 
ner, to the great Erudition of this honeſt 
Town ; which I heartily congratulate up- 
on the Improvement we may now expect 
in the Manners and Morals of our Youth. 


Natural Liberty ſhall now no longer be 
curbed by the Bonds of Religion, which 
ſhall ſcarce be able to fright even Children 
and Nurſes ; Parſons ſhall no longer be- 
lieve what they tell; whilſt theſe noble 
Epicureans ſhall be our Teachers, their 
Works our Bibles, and the London Jour- 
nal our Apocrypha. 


Such wonderful Revolutions are expect- 
ed from the happy Labours of theſe pious 
Authors, the Managers of free and impar- 
tial Debates. For tree indeed, have they 
been with what Eng/:/hmen conſent to call 
Sacred, But what of that? It was only a 
fooliſh Trick they had got, a ridiculous 
Cuſtom they ſhould be laughed out of. 


I would not be underſtood to deny that 
great Advantages have not rctulted from 
the Allowance of free Debates upon Re- 
ligious Subjects, when managed with De- 
cency and Good-Manners, Hence it has 
happened, that we now underſtand our 
Bible 
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Bible better than ever; hence the utter de- 
feat of all Syſtematical Divines, who ſo 
long crampt Mens Minds, and gave Au- 
thority to Error. The World is not now 
enſlaved by great Names; a Writer is va- 


lued only as he talks Senſe and Reaſon. 


Hence your B—tt—ys and your B.- 
mus preſently became the Ridicule of 
the Town; whilſt a G- =, a I. -, 
and a r, were read with delight. 


For Truth (as the old Philoſopher faid) 
lying at the bottom of a Pit, a great deal 
of Rubbiſh muſt be removed before we 
can arrive at her, In ſome former Ages 
it was pretty much the cuſtom to throw 
Dirt in upon her, and ſecure her at the 
Bottom: but when once Liberty was 
granted to dig for her, ſome Men {et 
heartily to work, got her out, and had 
well nigh cleanſed her Face, that you 
might almoſt ſee what ſhe was made of ; 
when up ſtarted theſe Blades, and imme- 
diately fell a pelting, daſhing, and daub- 
ing her again, 


Not that I am a Man of ſuch unfaſhion- 
able Principles, as to deny, that ſubſtan- 


tial Reaſons may be given why ſome par- 
| ticular 
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ticular Perſons ſhould be allowed full and 
plenary Power to be ſmart upon Religion, 
briſk upon the Parſons, ſmoak a Doctor 
or a Biſhop, and throw out a little Blaſ- 
phemy now and then, 


Eſpecially if a Man can produce a War- 
rant that he can never pals for a Wit, if 
debarred this Liberty, 


Wit without Freedom is like Wine with- 
out Toaſting, inſipid to a britk Man. It's 
ſurely by this time out of its Infancy, and 
does not need either Hanging-Sleeves or a 
Go-Cart, and ſhould never be confined by 
the formal Reſtraints of Senſe and Reli- 
gion. 


Or, if an Author defires this Privilege, 
why, let him ſwear, or get his Bookſeller 
to {wear for him, a truſty Voucher in ſuch 
a Caſe, that unleſs he is allowed this Be- 
ncfit of adorning his Writings with ſuch 
little Pleaſantries and Heightnings, he mult 
inevitably ſtarve ; becauſe he has no other 
Method of keeping up the Attention of 
the courteous Reader, or making his Wares 
vendible. 
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If any Writer for a Bookſeller, whoſe 
Maſter knows how to time a Piece well, 
ſhould ſtand in need of ſome Grains of 
Allowance this way—Why let the Patent 
be drawn—Allowed ſo much Blaſphemy 


by way of Trade, to ſupport and carry on 
Buſineſs. 


All this is only giving proper Encourage- 
ment to Adventurers for Fame, keeping 
many a poor Author from being a Burden 
to a Goal; for the Uſe of the Paper Ma- 
nufacture, for the Increaſe of Buſineſs, as 
at preſent managed by ſome of our con- 
ſcientious Bookſellers: And I am certain 
Religion 1s too charitable to deny fo 
many honeſt Men, of ſo many different 
Callings, the proper ways of ſuſtaining 
themſelves, tho' it be a little at her own 
Expence. 


But however it may be adviſeable in 
them, to take notice that there is a queer 
ſort of People in this Town, Fellows who 
read for Improvement, and expect to be 
made ſomething better for the Money they 
lay out; ſuch as theſe inflexibly maintain 
that Time is a moſt valuable Jewel, and 
ſhould not be fooled away, either in com- 


poſing 
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poſing or reading Trifles: And ſince we 
muſt give an account of it, we ſhould en- 
deavour to give as good a one as we can. 


But in Anſwer to theſe whimſical Gen- 
tlemen, who are for carrying things to 
ſuch a monſtrous Height, I muſt take the 
liberty of quoting an old Maxim againſt 
em, That no Man is bound to an im- 
"0 * poſlible thing ;” and if they pleaſe to 

give themſelves the trouble of examin- 
ing the Writings of moſt of theſe Ge- 
nius's, I am certain that they will find 
their Abilities ſuch, that greater Matters 
could not be expected, 


Beſides, neither did this Fry, which has 
of late been ſpawned amongit us, intend 
their Productions for Men of this unac- 
countable Taſte, but for thoſe of their 
own ; and every body allows that no Man 
is anſwerable for more than he intends, ' 


Neither would theſe Gentlemen be fo ſe- 
vere, if they would but farther be pleaſed 
to refſect, that ſome may write to eat; ſo- 
lid Dinners, not empty Praiſe, is their 
Aim: And really tis obſerved, that this 
way ſome of them have ſucceeded very 
well, for tho they ſpeak never fo ill of 


E 2 Chrit- 
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Chriſtianity, 'tis ſtill the beſt Friend they 
have, for they live by it. 


The Method they take is this. They 
know full well that the Religion of their 
Country is a common Concern ; a bold 
Attack raiſes People's Curioſity, and fur- 
niſhes new Topics of Converſation. ; the 
Arts and Sciences are confined to a few 
Perſons only, and Exactneſs in Writing is 
a laborious Task; wiſely therefore make 
they choice of the other Subject, and then 
their Buſineſs is only to ſay ſomething bold, 
new, what no body has ſaid before 'em, or 
will ſay after em; and they dine very 
comfortably for half a Year after. | 


Now, as I have already ſhown myſelf 
ſo much their Friend, I hope they will ex- 
cuſe me, whilſt I tell 'em that it is their 
Intereſt to ſhift their Quarters as often as 
they can : By Quarters I don't mean their 
Lodgings, but the manner of attacking the 
Religion of their Country. It is high time 
a new Topic were ſtarted, which might 
bring in freſh Gains and better Dinners. 
And really I don't know but the Us of 
CHRISTIANITY may be a Subject that 
will be literally worth while. 


Whether 
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Whether it's worth keeping or not? Or, 
whether they can find a better in its ſtead? 


Or, whether 'tis not beſt to have none 


at all? 


And firſt, of the laſt, J don't believe they 
will, upon Reflection, apprehend it beſt to 
have no Religion at all; for then they can 
have none to write againſt, and ſo they 
themſelves muſt fink with Religion: For I 
am certain they cannot live by any other 
Topic. 


Now, whether they can find a better in 
its ſtead, I don't know ; a better to their 
Purpole, I much doubt: For they are per- 
mitted to ſay what they pleaſe of it, and 
yet we are not ſurpriſed, for no body ex- 
pects any Signs of Grace in ſuch Wits, 


But whether Chriſtianity is of any Uſe, 
may admit of much Argument to the great 
Emolument of the Writer. 


How reaſonably may it be pretended, 
that if Chriſtianity be of Advantage to the 
Clergy only, no body can, in policy, blame 
them tor defending it; to likewiſe, if it is 
of no Advantage to any elſe, can the Cler- 


&Y 
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gy blame others for oppoſing it? It coſts 
the Nation great Sums to maintain it, and 
ſhould not a Trading Nation be more wiſe 
than to keep a UsELESS CouMopIT v 
upon their Hands. 


But however, leaving them to do juſt as 
they pleaſe, I ſhall, after my own manner, 
enquire into the Uſe of this Religion, ta- 
king all poſſible Care not to foreſtal the 
Market, 


Before we can certainly conclude that 
_ Chriſtianity is uſeleſs, we ſhould, I think, 
firſt know what it is: It is, indeed, acknow- 
ledged, that the contrary is the moſt de- 
ciſive Method. But having Time enough 
upon my Hands, I hope I ſhall be excuſed 
if I throw ſome of it away upon this 
Queſtion, tho' it is conceived to be not 
very material. 


One would imagine ſome Men were 
given to play ſtrange Tricks with Religion 
from the common Diſtruſt of the good 
People of England. For tho' it 1s appre- 
hended, that we certainly have the Reli- 
gion of Jesus among us; yet there are ſo 
many Counterfeits abroad, that every Man 

is 


„ 
is afraid of being ſhown to the wrong 
Door. 


Go with one Croud, and you find ſo 
much Ceremony and Complement, that a 
plain Man is glad to get out again as ſoon 
as he can. But if a Man ſhould have the 
Patience to perſevere, why they introduce 
you into an inner Room, where you be- 
hold a ſmirking Figure, patch'd and paint- 
ed, glaring in all the Colours of the Rain- 
bow, who with ſo many fine Speeches, 
ſoft Looks, and pretty Airs, endeavours to 
put herſelf off upon the Multitude. 


If you go with another Croud, why you 
are led into a little dirty confined Place; in 
a Corner of which, fits an ill-look'd auk- 
ward Piece in Diſhabille, pleaſed with a 
ſecret Pride of being negligent of Mankind, 
and received every body with ſo forbidding 
a Face, that a Man who has the leaſt 
companionable Quality in him, is imme- 
diately choaked at her preſence. 


Several Tire- women beſides, who have 
wrought upon Patterns of their own In- 
vention, have dreſſed out ſuch uncouth Fi- 
cures, in ſuch odd, ill- choſen, ridiculous 
Colours, that a Man of no very mercurial 
Com- 
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Complexion is extremely ſtimulated to 
laugh at them. 


The Truth of the Matter, without any 
Figure 1s, that ſome Friends, as well as 
ſome Enemies, have done Chriſtianity a 
great deal of harm ; and that the Pride, 
Folly, Intereſt, Weakneſs, too much Read- 
ing, and too little Senſe of both Parties, 
have promiſcuouſly conſpired to oppoſe her. 
This is a fatality the beſt things are moſt 
expoſed to, as a good Man's Reputation 
may be injured, whilſt no body troubles 
their Head with a Scoundrel. 


To give a ſhort Sketch of the Changes 
ſhe has run thro'. At firſt Religion was 
like the Place ſhe came from, mild and 
merciful ; afterward ſhe was turned into a 
Fury, fierce and implacable. Her Dic- 
tates were plain and eaſy at firſt, afterward 
all involved in Myſtery and Darkneſs, as 
if Religion was only to be wondered at. 


She came to make Men mild, and ſocia- 
ble to Man; within a-while, and ſhe 
obliged Men to turn out of Society, thruſt 
'em into Caves and Deſarts, and converted 
them into Holy Drones : The Diſtinctions 


of Ariſtotle were brought in, to illuſtrate 
the 
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the Doctrines of Jesus, and the School- 
men came and nicely explained its Mora- 
lity quite away. To compleat the Scene, 
Princes turned Prieſts, and Prieſts were me- 
tamorphoſed into Princes. 


This is the Game that hath been plaid. 
But of late Mankind have begun to under- 
ſtand Play ſomething better, and have not 
had the Doctors topp'd upon 'em ſo fre- 
quently. 


But now to arrive at a fair View of the 
Religion of IE SsUs, and to ſet it in con- 
kraſte; the beſt Light; let the ſeveral true 
Conductors of Mankind paſs before us in 
their Natural Order. 


The firſt was the Religion of Nature: 
How long this Empreſs maintained her 
Golden Sway, and kept the World in awe, 
is undetermined—probably but a ſhort time 
For the moſt. ancient Hiſtories are full 
of nothing but the Guilt, Fear, Superſti- 
tion, Meanneſs, and Ignorance of Man, 
as high as we can trace 'em up —— The 
higher, the more ſuperſtitious, the leſs in- 
| ſtructed and more erroneous, 


F Policy 
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Policy and Superſiition, I believe, ſoon 


work d her out of her caſy Reign her 
Voice was too ſhrill to be heard by the 
noiſy, buſy Mulitude, who had not time 
to liſten to her Whiſpers. Beſides, ſhe 
was too plain a Lady for a Queen; ſhe 
wanted the Enſigns of Power, the Axes, 
and Rods, and Lictors; the Vulgar muſt 
be taken by the Eye; ſo that her Power 
was ſoon ſhared between the Prince, the 
Prieſt, and the Poet. She was ſoon loſt 
in Tradition And as at the Beginning 
they had no other Books but their Poets, 
and thence drew Inſtruction ; all Religion 
and Hiſtory too were contained in their 
Writings ; neither had they any Traditions 
more certain than thoſe Fables which ap- 
pear ſo ridiculous to us. And for Religion, 
their Poets were their Prophets; they were 
looked upon as the Friends of the Gods} 
and inſpired Men, and by what we find in 
their Writings, let us judge of the advanta- 
geous Situation of Mankind in their Days. 
Is not Hejiod's Theogony an excellent Syſ- 
tem of Faith, and a ſpecial Ground for an 
exact and ſound Scheme of Morality ? 


As Mankind grew more reſined, Philo- 
ſophy came into Nature's Aid; many Er- 
rors 
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rors ſhe diſcovered, corrected vicious Prac- 
tices, freed Men from laviſh Fears, and 
explained the Deſigns of Nature. Virtue 
was now ſhown in its moſt beautiful Light, 

rned with all the Charms of Eloquence, 
and dreſs'd out to the greateit Advantage. 

The Pleaſure, the Excellency, the Self- 
ſufficiency of - Virtue were Topics the no- 
ble Moraliſts inſiſted on—For Socrates, a 
Man of the beſt right Senſe, obſerving the 
Speculations of the major Part of Man- 
kind, how curious, how uſeleſs they were, 
firſt began to apply himſelf to make Man 
better, by cultivating the Powers of the 
Mind, by reaſoning juſtly, and applying 
that Reaſon to the Conduct of Life. Thus 
he added to Philoſophy (which before con- 
ſiſted of mere Phyſical Diſquiſitions) Mo- 
rality and Logic—During his Time, and 
that of his Diſciples, this Philoſophy was 
the Employment of the wiſeſt and greateſt 

Men of thoſe Ages, and not the trifling 

Amuſement of raw unexperienced Vouths. 


The mo{t noble and moſt conſiderable 
Men were its Patrons and Defenders, 
Plato was deſcended from Codrus and So- 
ſen, and Zenophon was one of the greateſt 
Commanders of his Time; befides innu— 
mcrubic others of the bet Quality, who 

F 2 pro- 
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profeſſedly maintained and ſupported this 
noble Deſign. The Courts likewiſe of the 
Kings of Egypt, Syria, and Macedonia, 
were full of Philoſophers ; and Science 
and Virtue were jointly propagated. Thus 
a new Light broke in upon Mankind, their 
Minds were exalted and refined, and Vir- 
tue became the Learning and Politeneſs of 
ſeveral Nations, 


But at length, unhappily, Philoſophy 
fell into Neglect, through the Fault of the 


Succefiors of theſe great Men, who hath A awe- 


turned it into a continual War of idle Diſ- 
putes, or elſe a mere Pretext to cover their 
Vices. Multitudes of 'em talked in high 
Terms of Morality, but few were found 
to practiſe it. Many profeſſed it merely to 
make their Court to Princes, or get Mo- 
ney by it—And if this was not enough to 
hurt its Reputation, they quarrelled fo 
much about it, and every Sect treated each 
other as Fools and Madmen, that all of 
'em became ridiculous, 


The true Key of Nature, by.degrees, 
was loſt, her Operations not underſtood, 
and ſo wrongly accounted for Worlds 
began to be built by Chance, Deity was 

» 
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excluded, Providence denied, the Senſes 
doubted, and poor Virtue a mere Problem. 


Thus a wrong Philoſophy was intro- 
duced, Mankind erred by Rule, and grew 
vicious upon Principle. This I apprehend 
to be the true Hiſtory of the World in 
the pious Days of Natural Religion, and 
have frequently wondered how theſe times 
came to be ſo much in favour, and the 
Subject of ſuch high Commendation with 
ſome Men, when Prieſtcraft and Superſti- 
tion ruled without Controul ; and the Con- 
ſequences of theſe, the groſſeſt and moſt 
monſtrous Abſurdities, were Parts of the 
Religious Ceremonies of the maſt under- 


ſtanding and polite Nations, 


At length a Philoſophy much more 
ſublime appeared in the World, ſaid to 
be taught by God, and ſent from Heaven 
to ſet Men right, to reſtore the Rule of 
Human Life, and to give Encouragement 
to walk by it. 


And now let us examine the Dictates of 
this Guide, whether the Directions ſhe 
brings are conformable to the Sentiments 
within, 


1. Jesus 
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1. JEsus, a Teacher, ſaid to be ſent 
from God, inſtructed the World in the 
Belief of one God, Creator, Preſerver of 
every Thing, the Univerſal Parent and 
Provider, Supreme Arbiter and Governor 
of all; of a Spiritual, Incomprehenſible 
Nature and Eſſence, Eternal, Immutable, 
Omnipreſent, Omniſcient, All-wiſe and 
Powerful, Good, Merciful, Juſt, and 
Holy. 


2. Having drawn aſide the Veil, and 
diſplayed Heaven to Mortal Sight——He 
taught the World to pay him reaſonable 
and acceptable Service ; which, he faid, 
conſiſted in loving the Supreme Being, 
revering him, thanking him for his Good- 
neſs, begging his Protection, and ſuing for 
his Grace ; in imitating him in Goodnels, 
Mercy, Juſtice, Truth, and Holineſs, in 
real SanAity, the Tribute of the Heart, 
and Worſhip of the Mind, 


. He acquainted the World, that 
God commanded all Men, as they hoped 
for his Favour, to ſhun every kind of In- 
Juſtice, Murder, Adultery, Thefi, Fraud, 
Oppreſſion, falle Witnels; to render to 
every Man his Due; to live in Love, 

Pc; dee, 
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Pexce, and Concord; to do all Good, 
and forgive all Harm ; to be Candid, Hu- 


mane, and Generous, true and fincere in 


every Word and Action Nay, that it 
was not enough, not only to do Murder, 
but that 'tis a Sin to be raſh and unchari- 
table; that it was not enough not to com- 
mit Adultery, but that Men muſt guard 
againſt the firſt Spring of Deſire, watch 
the Eye, and reſtrain the riſing Paſſion; 
that we muſt not only forgive Injuries, 
but that 'tis criminal not to forgive: That 
the Luſtful muſt not gaze, the Intempe- 
rate muſt mortify, and the Paſſionate ſhfle 
his Rage. 


4. To ſtrengthen the Bonds of civil 
Life yet further, this Teacher held, that 
Marriages were not lightly to be diſſolved ; 
that the Union of one Man and one Wo- 
man was the Source of Domeſtic joy; 
that their Children were their common 
Care, to be brought up with Lenity and 
Mildneſs; and that they in return ould 
repay all Duty, Gratitude and Obedience; 
that Servants muſt be faithful, Maſters not 
auſtere ; and that every Man muſt render 
to every Man his Due, Tribute, Cuſtom, 
Fear, and Honour proportionably ; and 
that in our private Stations, we muſt be 


Humble, 
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Humble, Modeſt, Chaſte, Temperate and 
Diligent, 


5. And finally, to crown the Whole, he 
acquainted the World, that he was com- 
miſſioned to inform 'em, that there was 
another Scene of Action after this preſent, 
a State of Retribution, where Virtue would 
be placed out of the Reach of Fortune, 
ever happy; and Vice thruſt down to dwell 
with Shame and Anguiſh. 


Now let us ſtop, review this Philoſophy, 
and aſk a few Queſtions. 


1. Has JzEsus taught Mankind juſtly 
and truly to apprehend the Nature and 
Perfections of the Supreme Being? Has 
he deſcribed him ſuch as the unprejudiced 
Reaſon of the greateſt and moſt thought- 
ful Men have conceived him to be? Is 
there any thing in his Theology diſagree- 
able to the Reaſon of Mankind, any thing 
ſuperſtitious, any thing frightful, inſtead 
of what is lovely and truly adorable ? 


2. Are our Services to, and Adorations 
of the Deity reaſonably ſtated, and rightly 
tounded , 


z Are 
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3. Are the Duties we mutually owe to 
one another, impartially, completely, and 
ſtrongly urged upcn every one of us, 
agreeably to the ſeveral Relations we ſtand 
in one to another ? 


4. Is that Reverence we ſhould have 
for ourſelves, that Reſtraint we ſhould 
hold over our own Paſſions, agreeably to 
the Bounds of Modeſty, Decency, and 
Temperance, taught with that Force it 
ſhould be? 


5. Is it of any Advantage to the gene- 
ral Practice of Virtue, that the generality 
of Mankind ſhould be aſſured and confirm- 
ed in the Belief of a State of Rewards and 
Puniſhments ? 


Theſe are Queſtions which concern the 
very Vitals of Chriſtianity; and if the 
Reply in Reaſon and Juſtice falls on the 
ſide of this Religion, it is in fact more 
Rational than any Philoſophy ever yet 
taught by Men, more uſeful to Society 
than any Doctrines ever yet publiſhed, 
more corroborative of Virtue than any 


Scheme yet laid down But I propoſe 
G theſe 
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theſe Queſtions chiefly to the Deiſts, let 
them conſider 'em a little, and give An- 
ſwers to 'em. 


Do they apprehend that Chriſtianity is in 
the Intereſt of a Deity, Virtue, Society, 
or not? Let em ſpeak out; for my own 
part I cannot but aſſert, that jt appears to 
me to be vaſtly ſuperior to any human 
Philoſophy, more pure, juſt, and more 
generally uſeful to preſerve in the World 
right Notions of the Deity, our Duty to 
him, to others, to ourſelves; and I ſhould 
be glad likewiſe, if any Man among the 
Deiſts would riſe up, and give his Coun- 


_ © trymen a Reaſon, why in their Writings 


they uſe it ſo coarſely. For tho' they can't 
allow it to be a Divine Revelation, one 
might expect to ſee ſome Regard ſhown 
to it, merely for its Excellency and Good- 
neſs. But this none of 'em, or few pay 
to it, but are generally apt to treat it in a 
contemptuous ſneering Manner—lIt would 
be too hard to ſay, that none of thoſe 
Deiſts who endeavour to expoſe it to the 
Contempt of Mankind, who buffoon and 
blaſpheme it, can poſſibly be in the Inte- 
reſt of a Deity, Virtue and Society But 
it would be well in them to conſider what 

. | Intereſt 
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Intereſt they ſerve, by throwing theſe Fire- 
brands about. 


If any Man ſhould obj ject, that J have 
not drawn up a earl Repreſentation 
of Chriſtianity ; I own I have not in all 
its Points—Neither was that my Defign— 
But only to ſhow the chief View, the 
Grand Deſign and End of it. Its Articles 
of Faith, and inſtituted Means, I have not 
touch'd upon—they carry on the ſame De- 
ſign, point the ſame way, and are ſo ma- 
ny new Obligations upon all who believe 
and practice em, to become better Men in 
every Station and Condition of human Life. 
So that were I to delineate this Religion, I 
ſhould call it -A compleat Collection of the 
4 Laws of Nature, publiſhed by God himſe If, 
for the Benefit of 1 — kind, to deliver em 
from Error, Perplexity, and Superſtition ; 
to which fy has annexed the ſtrongeſt En- 
gagements poſſible upon his Creatures to pur- 
ſue their own Happineſs, 


Whence it has happened, that this 
Grand Defign has been in ſome Ages of 
the Church, nay, 1s at preſent in ſome 
Parts of Chriſtendom ſo fatally perverted ; 
whence it has happened that ſuch Num- 

G 2 bers 
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bers of Chriſtians are ſo far from being 
delivered from Error, Perplexity, and Su- 
perſtition, that they are overwhelmed with 
the thickeſt, moſt Pagan, palpable Dark- 
neſs; whence this Cataſtrophe has hap- 
pened, (a Point too plain to be denied) 1s 
not perhaps ſo difficult but it may be ac- 
counted for. 


It is ſufficient at preſent to ſay, that if 
the Law of Nature, written in Men's 
Hearts, may by Wilfulneſs or Artifice, or 
Careleſſneſs be obliterated; it can by no 
means be any wonder, that by the ſame 
Methods, the Revealed Will written on 
periſhable Paper, ſhould by wrong Inter- 
pretations, and forced Conſtructions, be 
made ſubſervient to political Views and 
ſcurvy Deſigns, 


It may, perhaps, be an invidious and 
untais Queſtion to aſk, Whether the true 
Religion of JEsUs would be of any Ad- 
vantage to a Nation, fince there are ſo ma- 
ny Nations, where it would occaſion ter- 
rible Revolutions, and make ſuch work 
amongſt Hoods, Cowls, Crofiers, Mitres, 
Sc. But as this is not the Caſe among us, 
it may be every honeſt Clergyman's real 

Inte: eſt, 
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Intereſt and that a noble Service to his 
Country too, to put a Separation between 
the Doctrines of Men and the Command- 
ments of God, 


That there is ſome difference, I ſuppole, 
no body will deny——and as I am certain 
that the Man who incorporates them, re- 
ceives and defends them upon the ſame 
bottom, only expoſes Religion to the Con- 
tempt and Deriſion of Infidels—ſo none 
who diſ-join and diſtinguiſh 'em but are 
eaſily able to ſupport and maintain the 
Truth of the Goſpel, againſt all their wild 
Schemes and profligate Attempts. 


I challenge therefore the Body Corpo- 
rate of Infidels to ſhow their Countrymen, 
upon what Foundation we may poſhbly 
be made better Friends, Neighbours, Sub- 


jets, Countrymen, Fathers, Huſbands, 


Sons, Brethren, or any of the Relations 
and Friendſhips of human Life, than upon 
the real Scheme of the Goſpel—Let 'em 


do this, and I'll promiſe them one Con- 
vert, 


Suppoſe they were to try the Expedient, 
and the Fathers of Infidelity were to fit 
down 
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down and collect all the Moral Sayings out 
of Plato, Stobœus, Tully, Plutarch, &c. 
who doubts but it would contain excellent 
Precepts? What then? We are in Poſſeſ- 
ſion of the Quinteſſence of all of them 
with this additional Advantage, that nine 
Parts in ten among Engliſbmen believe 
themſel ves bound to practiſe them, not 
only becauſe they are reaſonable in them- 
felves, but likewiſe becauſe God has ex- 
prefily, and by Revelation, commanded 
'em to do fo for their own Advantage. 


T am a plain Man, and as polite Men 
value Horace for his genteel Rules, in the 
Conduct of Sony's Life, ſo I have the 


greateſt Reverence for Ixsus, upon account 
of the Plainneſs, Honeſty, and Excellency 


of his Religion: The grand Deſign, Pur- 
poſe, and Uſe of which, is, to render 
Mankind happy and caſy in all their mu- 
tual Intercourſes one with another, and to 
prepare them, by the conſtant Courſe of 
Virtue and Piety, for a better State here- 
after to be revealed, 


Whether ſuch a Deſign as this ſhould be 
treated in a coarſe Manner, or whether any 
Friend to Mankind can think it proper to 

throw 
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throw out baſe and contumelious Expreſ- 
fions againſt fo advantageous, ſo humane, 
ſo heavenly an Intention Let them conſi- 
der who are moſt concerned. If I have 
not hit upon the true Reaſon of this Con- 
duct in the Wal Part of this Enquiry, 
I ſhould be glad to have a better given me 
by ſome of — wiſe Body. 


How far thoſe Gentlemen, who ar 
pleaſed to uſe Chriſtianity ſo freely, do Py 
vice to Morality and human Duties, when 
they have conſidered the five Queſtions, 
let them anſwer and judge for themſelves. 
What mighty Advantages Society reaps 
from their excellent Labours, we thall far- 
ther ſee, by enquiring a little into the Ge- 
nius of that 1 they are diſpoſed to be 


ſo merry with. 


'Tis certain the Mind of Man is very 
much influenced by his Belief: Our Tem- 
pers are inſenſibly diſpoſed and formed to 
the Nature and Temper of that; nay, we 
even catch a particular Manner of Think- 
ing and Acting, according to the different 
Caſts of that Religion we are educated in. 
Cuſtom moulds. our Behaviour, and b 
degrees fixes that Conſtitutional Turn ws Fo 

diſtin- 
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diſtinguiſhes one Faith from another. So 
that a Man becomes moroſe or good- na- 
tured, harſh or mild, open or reſerved, 
ſuperſtitious or not, cruel or humane, ac- 
cording as the Religion he. embraces has 
more or leſs of theſe ſeveral Qualities in 
it, 


The Temper of a Religion therefore 1s 
an Argument for or againſt it; ſo that if 
Chriſtianity be of a moroſe, harſh, reſerved, 
ſuperſtitious, cruel Caſt, theſe are ſuch ill- 
favoured Qualities, that Mankind had bet- 
ter be without, than have a Religion only 


to darken and cloud all the Enjoyments of 
Life. 


But will the Deiſts undertake to prove 
to the World that it's unfit for Men, that 
it is dark, and ſour, and comfortleſs, and 
prejudicial to focial Virtues? If they 
can do this, away with it, the ſooner the 
better. 


But are they ſure they are able to make 
this Point out, that Chriſtianity inclines 
Men to Doggedneſs, Suſpicion, and Sour- 
neſs; that it excites us to Fierceneſs and 
Cruelty ; that it blows up hot Zeal, and 

| ſpirits 
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ſpirits Men to deſtroy one another ; that . 
it forbids us to forgive, and teaches us to 
demand, Vengeance; that it ſets us to call . 
Fire from Heaven, and for Religion's ſake 
commands us to ſtab our deare!t Friend? | 
Does it thus rage and burn, lay Nature 
waſte, deſtroy all it ſhines upon? | 


7 


For my own Part, I always conceived i 
it to be of an open, candid, generous Tem- 
per; that it formed Mankind to Meckneſs, f 
Gentleneſs, and Tenderneſs; that it endea- N 
71 voured to allay the Burſts of Paſſion, and : | 
to ſoften our Natures, We are told that : 


| 
the Love of Mankind is a manifeſt Token [} 
of our Love to God; we are commanded { 
to look on all the World with Benignity, 
to imitate the Saviour of it, mild in our 

1 Reproofs; ©* Ye know not what Spirits ye 
* are of; the Goſpel was not ſent to de- 
6e ſiroy, but to ſave.” 


In truth I know not what I can liken 

it to ſo properly, as the Influence of the 
* Sun in the Spring Seaſon, cheriſhing and 
enlivening all Nature with its gentle 

Warmth, and diſpoſing the Earth to pro- 

duce its various Fruits for the Service of | 

Mankind. [1 

H Neither | 


Neither do I find that an honeſt Man, 
with all the Frailties of his Nature about 
him, has any thing to dread from this Re- 
ligion. 


Chriſtianity is no frightful Spectre, no 
Fury ever ſhaking her Snakes, and hover- 
ing over us with horrible Aſpect Let 
Lucretius rally the idle Fears and viſio- 
nary Horrors a Heathen might be filled 
with, by their Religious Cuſtoms ; he 
might ſhake at a Dream, be ſtartled at an 
Omen, be ſcared at a Flight of Birds, and 
waſh, and ſacrifice, and purity for imagi- 
nary Impurities twenty times a Day. And 
what then ? What's this to Chriſtianity ? 


Some Writers ſeem very fond of this 
Charge ; their Prejudices won't give them 
leave to: ſeparate between the true Reli- 
gion of JEsUs, and the ſuperſtitions Prac- 
tices of ſome of his Votaries ; and ſo they 
run into the Arms of Atheiſm, for fear Su- 
perſtition ſhould overtake them. 


But is it Superſtition to live righteouſly, 
ſoberly, and godly; to beg a Blefling 
when we ſtand in need, or atk a Pardon 

when 
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when we have offended ? Is it Superſtition 
to own ſolemnly our Dependance upon the 
Protection of our Creator, and recommend 
ourſelves to his Care. 


Are Chriſtians commanded to retire to 
a Convent, to fly the Converfation of Man- 
kind, and conſume Life in Contemplation? 
Are they bid to macerate the Fleſh with 
Penance, tear it with Scourges, and waſte 
whole Nights over Books of Devotion ? 


Such things are practiſed by Chriſtians, 
but by miſtaken ones. 


This is all Monkery—the greateſt Foe 
Religion has, becauſe it frights Men from 
her Embraces, 


But what reaſonable Pleaſures are for- 
bid us? May not a Chriſtian be a polite 
and delicate in his Taſte as any other Man? 
Every Entertainment that good Senſe will 
warrant, he may appear at: His Pleaſures 
are not curbed and reſtrained, they are 
only regulated and chaſtized, 


Then as to the Sentiments of the Au- 
thor of this Religion, and the firſt Propa- 
a 1 2 gators 
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gators of it, they are lively Images of ho- 
neſt upright Souls, warmly concerned in 
the Welfare of Mankind, every where in- 
ſpiring Obedience to Righteous Laws, re- 
commending Humanity, Juſtice, Tempe- 
rance ; degrading Vice, and diſcountenan- 
cing Luxury, Licentiouſneſs of Manners, 
Injuſtice and Malice—There is not a Vice 
that plagues Society, but it is in the gent- 
leſt and moſt affectionate manner endea- 
voured to be rooted out Nor is there 
a Virtue uſeful to Mankind it does not in 
the moſt forcible Terms, and with the 
ſtrongeſt Arguments recommend. 


Beſides, Chriſtianity is ſo extenſively 
good - natured, that it makes every Man a 
Neighbour No matter for Diſtance of 
Place ; the Goſpel, like ſome Glaſſes, 
draws the moſt diſtant Objects to us, and 
places them in view. It would have been 
an invincible Objection, had it confined its 
Charity within its own Limits, had it taught 
Humanity only to thoſe of its own Perſua- 
ſion. But it is circumſcribed within no 
other Bounds than thoſe of the whole 
World; it makes all Mankind Brethren, 
 unxtes the moſt diſtant Inhabitants of the 
Globe, 
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Globe, and makes all Nations one great 
Family. 


All that I can add in its behalf, is, that 
it would be much better for Mankind, were 
they more conformed to, and actuated by 
the true Spirit of the Goſpel, than they 
ſeem to be inclined to at preſent—Envies, 
Animoſities, Brawls, and Contentions would 
be no more heard of ; War would hide its 
bloody and deteſted Head, and Peace ex- 
tend its Olive-Branches over the Nations— 
The Midnight Rake would leave his Re- 
vels, and the Sot his nauſeous endleſs 
Draughts——Friends would not die 
Friends Hands, provoked by Trifles, and 
piqued by falſe Principles of Honour 
Chaſtity might regain its ancient Place 
amidſt the Virtues, and Adultery be no 
longer ſtiled Gallantry——Nay, Ladies, 
might poſlibly love their Children and Fa- 
milies more than even Cards and Dice, or 
Lap-Dogs, and Monkeys ; and L—ds per- 
haps diſcharge other Debts than thoſe of 
Honour, 


Theſe are ſome of the Effects which 
might follow from a Chriſtian World; I 
might enumerate others, ſuch as the An- 

nihilation 
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nihilation of Bawds and Pimps; the Am- 
putation of ſeveral Branches of thoſe very 
neceſſary Occupations, Surgeons and China 
Shops, the Deſtruction of Gaming- Tables, 
and the Loſs of thoſe full- mouth'd Exple- 
tives, called Oaths; together with the Sub- 
ſtitution of Honeſty in the room of rotten 
Policy; Virtue and fair Integrity might 
be in Reputation at Courts, and Stateſ- 
men be upright, though Bribes lay in their 
way. | 


In ſhort, a Chriſtian World would be a 
very pretty Place to live in, and what all 
good Men would devoutly wiſh for—But 
our Deiſts, out of their great Wit and 
Wiſdom, ſeem reſolved as long as there is 
Pen to ſet to Paper to rail on, expoſe, and 
blaſpheme the beſt-natured and moſt ſocial 
Deſign that Heaven has thought fit to com- 
municate to Mankind, to lead them to Hap- 
pineſs here and hereafter, 
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1 HE RAKE Or Tas TT, or the 
ELEGANT DEBAU CHEE, a true 
Story. Price 28. 


Hail mighty Love! 
Thy Power we own, 
And humbly bend 
Beneath thy Throne. 


2. THE RoMANCE oF A Day, or an 
ADVENTURE IN GREENWICH PARK 
LAST EASTER, By the Author of the 
Memoirs of Price 1s. 


3. Tuk Book or FUN: ox, THB 
Wir's MERRY CoMPANIoN. Contain- 
ing an excellent Collection of Brilliant 
Jeſts, Smart Repartees, Droll Jokes, Ri- 
diculous Bulls, Comical Stories, Original 
Songs, Funny Poems, Humorous Epi- 
taphs, Keen Epigrams, and Witty Sayings. 
To which is added, THE CoMPLEAT 

PUZZLER; 


Books publiſhed by I. Pottinger. 
PuzZLER ; being the beſt Set of Conun- 
drums, Rebus's, Acroſticks and Riddles 
ever yet pi inted ; the whole being an ex- 
cellent Collection of Wit and Humour, 
moſt Part of which is entirely new, and 
written on purpoſe for this Work. 


Jolly Mortals come along, | 

Join in Wit, and Mirth and Song; 

F ronggloomy Care, and Pain and Grief, 
The Book of Fun, is ſure Relief. 


